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in the spotlight  

As an attor-
ney, Laurie J. 
Hoppenjans 

recognized a criti-
cal — and somewhat 
obvious — issue. “The 
legal system is intimi-
dating for most people, 
including lawyers,” she 

said. “I could only imagine how daunting it 
must be for a child.”

Hoppenjans is a ProKids Court 
Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) vol-
unteer. She and nearly 150 other volunteers 
advocate to assure that children have safe, 
permanent and nurturing homes.

When she learned about ProKids in 
Hamilton County, she knew volunteer-
ing there was a “logical fit.” She likes how 
ProKids gives children a voice in juvenile 
court and how it gives community mem-
bers like herself a way to help children in 
the foster care system.

“Being the calm, reliable and support-
ive presence for a child within the legal 
system seemed like a no-brainer,” she said. 
Hoppenjans became a CASA volunteer, 
interacting with individual children and 
speaking up for them in court.

She began her training, as all CASA 
volunteers do, with a ProKids snapshot 
session. “I learned that there are a tremen-
dous number of children in the Hamilton 
County foster care system (more than 
2,500) and it is not uncommon for a child’s 
social workers, therapists, schools to 
change frequently. Having children of my 
own, I know the importance of reliability 
and consistency,” she said. “CASA volun-
teers provide consistency in the child’s life 
because we are there for the duration.”

ProKids training equipped her to en-
sure that children are safe, their needs are 
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met and that eventually they move into 
a safe, permanent and nurturing home. 
Nationally, children with CASA volun-
teers spend less time in long-term foster 
care placement and move less often. And 
abuse stops for 99 percent of the children 
ProKids serves. 

Volunteers are not left on their own. 
In addition to the substantive training, 
volunteers are supported by an advocacy 
team including a staff CASA manager 
and a staff attorney. “ProKids has a very 
supportive and knowledgeable staff,” she 
said. “I have never felt alone or unable to 
ask for help when needed.”

The support of the advocacy team, as 
well as the training, costs about $2,500 
per child per year. The upcoming Friends 
of Children Breakfast (see box) gives CBA 
members and other community members 
the opportunity to learn about ProKids 
and support its work. ProKids also gets 
support from the YLS-sponsored Super-
hero Run for Kids each summer and from 
the Cincinnati Bar Foundation.

Hoppenjans, who works with Ulmer 
& Berne as a litigation document re-
viewer, said she knows ProKids — and 

the support of CBA members — makes a 
difference. “I am working with a 14-year-
old child with a history of abuse. While 
sometimes wise beyond her years, she 
has run away and skipped school. She has 
been in foster care and in a group home. 
While she may eventually reunify with 
her mother, those efforts have failed in 
the past,” she said. “I will continue to ad-
vocate for her, without any assumptions, 
as her life unfolds.” 

Volunteering and supporting ProKids 
has also enhanced Hoppenjans’ profes-
sional life. “I think any time you give of 
yourself and use your strengths for some-
thing positive, it benefits all you do,” she 
said. “Being a CASA volunteer enables 
me to proceed in my daily tasks with 
a greater sense of compassion, which, 
in turn, improves my interviewing and 
negotiating skills.”

Learn more about ProKids at the 
Friends of Children Breakfast or by visit-
ing www.prokids.org and signing up for a 
snapshot presentation. 

Borths is the marketing and public realations manager 
at ProKids.

Friends of Children Breakfast
Wednesday, May 14 • 8 to 9 a.m. • Cintas Center, Xavier University

The Friends of Children Breakfast provides an in-depth look at ProKids, the 
children and families ProKids serves, and ways the community can help.  This 
year’s Breakfast will feature testimonials as well as a presentation by ProKids’ 
Executive Director Tracy Cook, a CBA member.  With a focus on individual 
donations and the impact that support has on ProKids’ work and continued 
growth, the Friends of Children Breakfast will also outline the various ways 
in which ProKids depends on the community for help. To reserve your 
complimentary seat, please contact ProKids at 513-281-2000 or info@prokids.org
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